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Water was 3 times the safe limit
By Sophie Cocke

The sample was collected
by the Navy on Dec. 26,
about a month after petroA water sample collected leum polluted the Navy’s
Red Hill drinking water well
following a flushing operation at the Aliamanu Military and began showing up in
residents’ faucets. Test reReservation, home to milisults detected total petrotary families, detected peleum hydrocarbons at
troleum hydrocarbons that
were more than three times 620 parts per billion. The
Hawaii Department of
the state’s acceptable limit.
Health has set the acceptThe flushing was being
able limit at 200 parts per
conducted as part of the
Navy’s effort to clean jet fuel billion for the ongoing emergency response. Total petrofrom its water system that
leum hydrocarbons is a
serves about 93,000 Oahu
residents in neighborhoods term used to describe several hundred chemical comin and around Joint Base
pounds that derive from
Pearl Harbor-Hickam.

scocke@staradvertiser.com

crude oil.
The test results, which
were released by the Department of Health on Friday, did
not analyze the levels of specific chemicals found in petroleum that can pose a
health threat, particularly
with long-term exposure.
These include chemicals
such as benzene, a known
carcinogen; xylene, which
can irritate the eyes, nose,
skin and throat; and naphthalene, which can cause liver
and neurological damage.
Affected military families
continue to report illnesses
and symptoms they say

have been caused by their
exposure to and ingestion of
the contaminated water.
At a Saturday meeting in
Waikiki held by Just Well
Law, a firm encouraging affected residents to consider
filing lawsuits against the
Navy for making them sick,
some participants reported
that their symptoms continue to linger or have even
become worse.
One woman, whose family
lives at AMR, said her
16-year-old daughter on
Nov. 27 began experiencing
nonepileptic seizures, which
have become worse and oc-

cur daily. She now faints regularly, the woman said. Her
8-year-old daughter, who
has an allergic condition in
her esophagus that causes
her to throw up occasionally, now throws up daily,
she said.
Jamie Simic, whose family
lives in Joint Base Pearl
Harbor-Hickam, said she
was recently hospitalized
because of “hydrocarbon
toxicity” she believed was
caused by the fuelcontaminated water. She
said she developed lesions,
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Getting a breath of fresh air
A dog enjoyed a breezy ride along Kapahulu Avenue on Friday in Honolulu.
———

Tongans concerned for family after eruption, tsunami
said her family in Hawaii has
had twice-weekly prayer
meetings with relatives in
Tonga since the pandemic
began. They last met Thursday when family members in
By Leila Fujimori
Tonga were preparing for a
lfujimori@staradvertiser.com
storm that was due to arrive
Saturday.
But her uncle, a portmasThe underwater volcanic
ter for the Kingdom of Tonga,
eruption that triggered a
whose office runs along the
devastating tsunami and
coastline near the palace,
earthquake Saturday in the
island kingdom of Tonga had sent one last message. “His
no major impact on most of last message to us was
Hawaii’s coastlines and peo- they’re evacuating all the
houses along the coast. ‘If
ple — despite an early
you don’t hear from us, just
morning tsunami advisory
keep us in your prayers.’”
issued for the state.
Unbeknownst to the
But the 8,500 or so TonHawaii relatives, they were
gan Americans living in
evacuating due to a tsunami
Hawaii were shaken by the
news, especially after being from a volcano eruption, not
cut off from communication a storm, as they later learned.
The photos coming from
with friends and family there
the capital show “just the
after the eruption, which
likely damaged an undersea tops of the buildings,” Hocable from Fiji, where Tonga poi said. “And the palace
where the king resides, you
receives internet service.
Honolulu resident Milika- just see the red top of the
palace. The rest is subleakona Tonga Hopoi, 33,

Hawaii had minor
damage but the
impact reached the
U.S. Pacific coast

ASSOCIATED PRESS

An undersea volcano erupted Saturday near Tonga,
with tsunami advisories issued for Hawaii, Alaska
and the U.S. Pacific coast. The tsunami surge inundated a parking lot in Santa Cruz, Calif., on Saturday.
Moments later all the water receded from the lot before flooding it again shortly thereafter.
merged underwater.”
Hopoi said reading reports from family and
friends, she has learned that
the only two main roads that
lead out of the city to higher
ground were backed up with
traffic.

“A lot of folks were leaving their cars and asking if
they could jump into the
bed of a truck” to make it
out of the capital city of Nukualofa, she said. “It’s so
heartbreaking. You’re relying on friends, neighbors

and fellow countrymen to
help you get away from the
water that is coming.”
Her uncle, a reverend,
and other family members
in Hawaii are engaged in
nonstop prayer and fasting,
and are waiting to find out
what is happening in their
homeland.
Meanwhile in Hawaii, at
7:52 a.m. Saturday the Pacific Tsunami Warning Center lifted its advisory issued
at 1 a.m. The Hawaii Emergency Management agency
said effects could be felt as
early as 1:05 a.m.
The tsunami warning center warned of 1- to 3-foot
waves above sea level.
“That’s about what we
saw,” said HI-EMA spokesman Adam Weintraub, adding “gauges registered in
that range.”
On Lanai, Maui County
Emergency Management
Agency reported waves
Please see TSUNAMI, B5

Tap into Equity – Make Home Improvements
Lock in New Low Rate Today
• Get cash from your home’s equity
• Get a lump sum at loan closing
• Remodel kitchen or bathrooms
• Increase your home’s value
• Plan new construction
Rates as of 1/14/22 and can change without notice. Maximum loan amount $970,800. Requires 25% down payment. $300,000 30 yr fi xed-rate loan at 3.250%, the monthly principal
and interest payment would be $1,305.62. $300,000 15 yr fi xed-rate home equity loan at 2.500%, the monthly principal and interest payment would be $2,000.37. Your actual
payment obligation will be greater. Does not include additional costs such as taxes and insurance premiums. Requirements and restrictions apply. NMLS 1662480

uestion: Has
COVID-19 been rising again in Hawaii
nursing homes? I can’t
find current information
on the health department
website.
Answer: Yes, especially among staff, according to the U.S. Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention’s Nursing Home
COVID-19 Data Dashboard, which you can
find via cdc.gov, or at
808ne.ws/nhdata.
In Hawaii, there were
192 confirmed COVID-19
cases among staff of longterm care facilities and
21 cases among residents
the week ending Jan. 9,
the report says. That’s up
from 89 and 7, respectively, the previous week;
cases may accrue week
to week. No deaths were
reported.
By contrast, an earlier
surge showed 34 cases
among staff and 66 cases
among residents for the
week ending Sept. 19,
2021, according to the
dashboard.
The CDC dashboard
presents information collected by long-term care
facilities, including nursing homes, that are required to report COVID19 data to the federal
government.
Meanwhile, the state
Department of Health’s
website says information
about cases of COVID-19
at Hawaii long-term care
facilities is updated every
Friday, but the most recent results we could find
were from Oct. 22, 2021.
We asked a DOH spokesman why the LTC site was
out of date, or whether
updated information was
posted elsewhere on the
DOH website, but did not
receive a response.
Craig Gima, Hawaii
spokesman for the AARP,
an advocacy group for
people over age 50, urged
the state to post timely,
specific information about
COVID-19 cases at Hawaii
nursing homes, for the
safety of this vulnerable
Please see KOKUA, B3
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TODAY’S MORTGAGE RATES

SUNDAY 1-16-22
15 YEAR Fixed-Rate
HOME EQUITY LOAN

RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL LENDING

myerscapitalhawaii.com

808- 566-6611
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oral hygiene. If a fuel odor is
detected in the water, residents should also avoid
Continued from B1
using it for bathing, dishwashing and laundry.
In response to the test represumably caused by her
sult, the Navy reflushed its
exposure to the water.
Just Well Law is represent- water distribution pipes in
the area and new sampling
ing Simic’s family and a
is underway. If the new
handful of others who betests come back below
lieve their illnesses are the
DOH’s threshold, the Navy
Navy’s fault and who want
will begin flushing and samto file a claim against the
pling individual homes and
Navy directly.
businesses.
“If people got sick beThe Navy informed resicause of the water contamidents over a week ago that
nation, we know that the
a test result at Aliamanu
Navy caused that harm. So,
the proper defendant, in my Military Reservation had
come back “dirty,” and that
mind, for the people who
there would be a delay in
were, is to bring a claim to
returning people to their
the people who poisoned
homes as the area was rethem, which is the Navy,”
said attorney Kristina Baehr, flushed. But officials had refused to release the actual
Just Well Law’s founder.
The Department of Health test results, or say how
high the exceedance was,
continues to warn all resiuntil Friday. The lack of indents on the Navy’s water
formation had frustrated
system not to drink the walocal military families, espeter or use it for cooking or

mainland labs for testing.
After all the lab data is reviewed by the interagency
team, DOH will then conduct a final review of the
data before determining if
the water is safe. Only then
will the data be released
publicly, according to a proKristina Baehr
cess outlined by the Navy
Attorney and Just Well Law founder
on Jan. 13.
———
Top Navy officials had
hoped that some families
who have been displaced
breaks up neighborhoods
Navy, who are overseeing
cially since top Navy offithe restoration of safe drink- into zones, is being done in due to the water contamicials pledged during the
nation could begin returnincrements. First, military
ing water.
early weeks of the water
officials are flushing the dis- ing home earlier this
DOH subsequently told
contamination emergency
month, but that’s not been
the Honolulu Star-Advertiser tribution system, which is
that they would immedithe case.
expected to take 12 to
ately release test results to that it would release the reResidents of Pearl City
sults for Aliamanu in the “in- 17 days. If testing shows the
the public.
system is safe, officials will Peninsula could resume full
terest of full transparency.”
Last week, the Navy said
move on to flushing individ- use of their water beginning
But officials have indithat it couldn’t release the
ual homes and businesses, Jan. 28, according to the
results because they hadn’t cated that hundreds of
Navy’s latest projections.
which is expected to take
been approved by the Inter- other test results taken
But the target for most resianother 25 to 27 days.
during the water flushing
agency Drinking Water Sysdents is now mid-February.
and sampling process will
Water samples from a portem Team, which was
tion of the homes, as well as ———
formed on Dec.17. The team not be released until the
process of cleaning an area’s every school, child develop- Star-Advertiser reporter
includes officials from the
water is complete.
ment center and medical fa- Mark Ladao contributed
U.S. Environmental Protecto this story.
The flushing plan, which cility will then be sent to
tion Agency, DOH, Army and

If people got sick because of the water contamination,
we know that the Navy caused that harm. So, the proper
defendant, in my mind, for the people who were, is to
bring a claim to the people who poisoned them, which
is the Navy.”

IN MEMORY

DENOTES U.S. MILITARY VETERAN

Hatsuye Hayashi

KENNETH NAKABA
SUMIMOTO

JO PHILLIPS
7/19/30 ~ 7/27/20

MICHAEL PAO
3/22/58 ~ 9/27/21

PATRICIA CARACOL
3/24/51 ~ 11/6/21

A Celebration of Life will be held to honor our loved ones on
Friday, January 21st, 2022, at Mililani Mortuary, Mauka Chapel from 5:30 pm.
Mom Jo Phillips is survived by sons Patrick Pao, Galen (Joyce) Pao, and Michael Pao; daughters
Patricia (Lambert) Caracol and Brenda Terry; sisters, Rose (Mike) Aleman, Tina King, and Rusty
Rennie; 12 grandchildren; 24 great grandchildren and 3 great-great grandchildren. Michael Pao is
survived by daughter, Mikayla Pao and son, Marcus Pao. Patricia Caracol is survived by husband,
Lambert; daughters: Tammy (Donald Souza), Lambrina Caracol, Laticia (Maka) Honda; sons, Andrew,
and Jason Caracol; 11 grandchildren, 5 great grandchildren. Patricia’s ashes will be scattered in the
ocean on a date, and time to be determined.
Burial for both Mom and Michael will be on Saturday, 1/22/22 at 10:30 a.m., back side road of Mililani
Mortuary’s Mauka Chapel. Please be mindful as to the Mortuary’s Covid-19 Restrictions. Staff will be
checking attendees for proof of Covid vaccinations, or negative Covid test results upon entry to the chapel.
Masks are also required. Mahalo for your cooperation.

ALICE YUKIKO YOKOTA
My precious wife was the heart,
soul, and strength of our family. She
was born in Ewa, one of 9 siblings &
grew up in Honouliuli.
Alice (Abe) married Ronald M.
Yokota, enjoying 63 years together.
She raised her family in Pearl City,
and retired from the City and County
Elderly Affairs Department. Alice
passed away in Honolulu on
September 17, 2021 at the age of 87.
She is survived by her husband Ronald; son Daven; daughters:
Allison ( Steffen) Teichmann, Shelley ( Garret) Masuda, Denise-Dee
(Paul ) Asuncion; Grandsons: Adrian (deceased), Dylan (Meghan),
Evan & Daniel Teichmann, and Khalon Asuncion: Great
Granddaughters Harper & Jensen Teichmann.
Her heart of gold, words of wisdom, & contagious laugh touched
many & will be missed by all. Cherished wife, mother, grandmother
and auntie; forever missed & forever loved. Until we meet again
Private virtual service was held.
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VICTORIA MICHIKO
“CHIKO” TASAKA
Victoria Michiko “Chiko” Tasaka
was born to Henry Sr. and
Alicia on February 12, 1962,
the eldest of 6. She graduated
from J. Campbell high school
(‘80) and was a negotiation
relations assistant for 34 years.
She was the dedicated daughter
who took care of both parents
while managing a full time job
and solely raising 2 college-bound
daughters. Chiko was also a
supportive sister and Aunty to
her siblings, nieces and nephews;
and she was the friend to call
when you needed to talk. She
enjoyed cruising around the
island, going to the beach,
playing cards, hanafuda and
trumps, talking story with friends
near and far, and spending time
with her granddaughter.
At the age of 59, Chiko
peacefully joined her parents in
heaven the early morning of
November 3, 2021. She is
survived by daughters Porsche
(Micah) and Tiare (Randy) and
her granddaughter Quinn.
Private services held.
Private Celebration of life
being arranged.

89, of Hawi, Hawaii, died in
Hawi, Hawaii on November 20,
2021. She was born in Kohala,
HI. Private services held.

Private Memorial Service
Kenneth Nakaba Sumimoto was born and
raised in Hilo Hawaii on December 7,
1930 to Joichi and Hayano Sumimoto.
He was the 8th child of 9 siblings.
After graduating from Hilo High School
in 1949, he served in the Army and
received his GI bill to pursue his academic career at UCLA where
he found his calling and success in accounting and finance.
Graduated with a BA and MBA in Accounting at UCLA which lead
to his career path to KPMG Peat Marwick in Los Angeles in the
audit department. Three years later, the firm expanded a division
in the Honolulu office where he jumped at the opportunity to move
back to Honolulu as a senior accountant. Settling with his wife
Estelle and 3 children, Liane, Kevin and Darin in Kailua, Olomana
where they resided for more than 50 years.
Kenneth received his CPA license in California in 1963 and Hawaii
in 1964. He was elected to partnership at KPMG Peat Marwick in
1969. As an audit partner he was involved in several industries,
particularly in savings and loan associations, finance companies,
hospitality enterprises, medical industries and state and local
government. Kenneth was a member of the Board of Medical
Examiners from 1982-1985 appointed by former Governor George
Ariyoshi. He was a member of the Hawaii Economic Development
Corporation in 1970 appointed by former Mayor Frank Fasi.
Board of director for City Bank and International Savings and
Loan. Chairman and president of Pacific Venture Capital, a
nonprofit entity to promote Hawaii’s minority business and
redevelop its depressed areas.
Kenneth’s passion and hobbies were golfing and gardening. He spent
his quiet time in his greenhouse where he tended to his orchids,
multi-color ti-leaf plants and anthuriums. As a businessman and
passion for plants, he opened a plant and flower shop called
Living Interiors. He also founded Kohala Kentia in Kohala Hawaii
with partners Shiro Takata and Tamotsu Kitagawa. He was a
member of Waialae Country Club where he played golf with
friends and colleagues. Kenneth also enjoyed weekly rounds of
golf at Pali Golf course with close friends.
Kenneth will always be remembered as a person of high moral
character and integrity, a person who helped the less fortunate
and a loving supportive husband, father and grandfather. He will
be missed, but you can be sure that he will be planting and
replanting his garden in heaven and enjoying his quiet time above.
Kenneth was preceded in death by wife Estelle and is survived by
sons Kevin (Donna) and Darin (Christine), daughter Liane Iraha
(Randall), 7 grandchildren Rylie, Katelyn, Noah, Karissa, Dane,
Ryder and Grey, sister Kazue Kaide of Hilo, Hawaii and brother
Wallace Sumimoto of Los Angeles, California. In lieu of flowers or
gifts, those who wish to honor him may make a donation to a
charity of their choice.

Robert M Hernandez

70, of Kahuku, died in Honolulu
on December 14, 2021. He was
born in Cagayan, Philippines.
Visitation: 10am on Tuesday,
January 18, 2022 at Valley of the
Temples-Trousdale Chapel. Burial:
1pm at Valley of the Temples
Cemetery.

Rose H. Kaiahua

71, of Kaaawa, died in Kaaawa
on December 16, 2021. She was
born in Hawaii. Visitation: 9:30 am;
Services: 10:30 am on Friday,
January 21, 2022 at Ballard Family
Moanalua Mortuary. Burial: 1:00 pm
at National Memorial Cemetery
of the Pacific (Punchbowl).

Anthony James Kay

60, of Pahoa, Hawaii, died at his
home on November 25, 2021.
He was born in Rhinelander,
Wisconsin. A Celebration of life
will be held on a later date.

Ivan Stephen Kong. Sr.

66, of Ewa Beach, died in Ewa
Beach on November 10, 2021.
He was born in Honolulu.
Celebration of Life: 11:00am on
Saturday, January 22 at Kai’ona
Beach Park in Waimanalo.

George Chan Sun Loui

74, of Honolulu, HI, died in
Honolulu, HI on December
24, 2021. He was born in China.

Sarah Haunani Macloves

72, of Waianae, died in Honolulu
on January 9, 2022. She was
born in Hilo, Hawaii. Visitation:
10:00 AM; Services: 11:00 PM
on Tuesday, January 25, 2022 at
Oahu Mortuary Chapel. Private
burial service.

Herbert Hitoshi Maeda

91, of Honolulu, died in
Honolulu on November 30,
2021. He was born in Honolulu.
Private service held.

Mary Leinaala Mahiai

77, of Ewa Beach, died in
Honolulu on December 21, 2021.
She was born in Wailuku, Maui.
Private services.

William "Kalani" Mahoe

2162 Nuuanu Ave., Honolulu, HI 96817 (808) 538-1538
www.OahuMortuary.com www.OahuCemetery.org

Beautiful Sympathy
Flowers For The
Perfect Tribute
Hawaii’s Trusted Family
Florist Since 1937
Free Honolulu Delivery
Code: STAR0222
Exp. 2/28/22
1293 S. Beretania St.
808-591-2288
Online Catalog:
BeretaniaFlorist.com

JASON H.K. LUM

In Loving Memory

EDDY IONA KAAI

December 7, 1950 - January 1, 2022
Of Waianae, Hawaii, born in
Tamuning, Guam, was called
to eternal rest on Saturday,
January 1, 2022 at the age of 71.
As he rests, he now, joins his
parents: Theodore Iona & Donna
Borja Kaai. He is survived by
his wife: Antonia (Ann) Camacho
Kaai; daughter: Iona Marie Kaai;
son: Robin Johnathan Kaai; granddaughters: Riley Ann Katsue
Kaai, and Grace-Ann Marie
Naupakakuahiwi Kaai; brothers/
sisters and their spouses: Robin
(deceased) & Edna Kaai, Carmelita
Eubanks - (deceased), Helen
Cepeda, Peter & Marie Kaai,
Linda Descheres, Daniel Kaai (deceased), Betty Kaai - (deceased),
Theodore, Jr. Kaai - (deceased),
Liberty Rose & Florence Kaai.
Daily rosary to be held Saturday,
January 1, 2022, via Zoom, until
January 25, 2022. Funeral service
will be at Hawaii Memorial Park,
45-425 Kamehameha Hwy, Kaneohe,
HI 96744 from 4:00pm-8:00pm,
Hawaii Standard time.
The family thanks and appreciates
your support during this sorrowful
time and asks you to join us in
celebrating a life well-lived and
a man well-loved.

69, passed away November 27,
2021 at Kuakini Medical Center.
He grew up as a special needs
child, cared for by his parents most
of his life, then had happy years
at North Shore’s spacious Crawford’s
Convalescent Home before spending
final years with caring staff at
Maluhia Nursing Home.
As a young child, he enjoyed
roller skating with his cousin in
Kaimuki. Later moving to Hawaii
Kai, he enjoyed riding his bicycle
up and down his street. Through
a loving mother and kind teacher,
Jason graduated from Kalani
High School through extra studies
after class.
As an adult, Jason enjoyed
watching movies on the big
screen at his brother’s home,
and piling his plate high with
Thanksgiving food at his cousin’s
condo. He met many people
in his lifetime who cared for
him and about him until his
unexpected passing.
He is survived by sister,
Pamela Lum and brother,
Jared Lum.
Services will be held at Diamond
Head Mortuary Chapel on
January 20, 2022 at 11:30 am.
Visitations start at 10:30 am.
Jason will rejoin his parents
through inurnment at Court 9 at
the National Memorial Cemetery
of the Pacific on January 28,
2022 at 2 p.m.
Arrangements Provided By:
DIAMOND HEAD MORTUARY

ROBERT NOBORU
SHIMOKAWA
Passed unexpectedly but peacefully
at the Queen’s Medical Center
on December 17, 2021.
At 81 years of age, he was a
lifelong farmer, assuming his
Dad’s hog farm business along
with brother Wayne.
Bobby lived a full and engaging
life. His generous nature, jovial
personality and quick wit endeared
him to so many. A simple man,
he cherished time spent with
family and friends.
Bobby’s love for travel and
seeing the world was equaled
by his enjoyment of a quick trip
to Las Vegas. Prior to pandemic
restrictions, the Four Queens
Hotel and Casino was his home
away from home.

54, of Waianae, died in Waianae
on December 21, 2021. He was
born in Honolulu. Visitation: 5pm;
Services: 7pm on Saturday,
January 22, 2022 at Nuuanu
Memorial Park & Mortuary.

Arnold Nisco Mariano

55, of San Jose, CA, died in San
Jose on October 22, 2021. He
was born in Lepanto, Mankayan,
Benguet, Philippines. Private
services.

Estelo Astorga Maristela

73, of Aiea, HI, died in Honolulu,
HI on December 7, 2021. He was
born in Masbate, Philippines.
Visitation: 9:30am; Services:
10:30am on Saturday, January 22,
2022 at Valley of The Temples
Main Chapel. Burial: 12:00pm at
Valley of the Temples Memorial Park

Damon K. A. Martin

49, of Wahiawa, HI, died in Wahiawa
on November 14, 2021. He was
born in Wahiawa, HI. Private
services to be held in the future.

Charles Francis
Meredith

Bobby now joins his parents,
Kenneth Isami and Phyllis Kiyoko
Shimokawa. He leaves his sons
Ricky and Robby (Nahono);
Siblings: Vicki Tsuhako, Sidney
(Roxanne), Karen Kobayashi,
Audrey (Kerry) Yoneshige and
Wayne (Lorraine); four grandchildren and devoted friend
and companion, Allyson Kam.

67, of Keaau, Hawai’i, died on
January 7, 2022. He was born on
May 7, 1954 in Hudson, Michigan.
A Celebration of Life will be held
this summer in Michigan.

In keeping with Bobby’s wishes,
there will be only a private
memorial service for the immediate
family. He also requested that
no koden (monetary gifts) be
offered or accepted.
Arrangements Provided By:
Nuuanu Memorial Park &
Mortuary LLC

Burton Masato Nakachi

Richard Itsuo Morishige

80, of Honolulu, died in Honolulu
on December 26, 2021. He was
born in Honolulu,.
69, of Waipahu, died in Waipahu
on November 11, 2021. He was born
in Honolulu. Private services held.

Yasuharu Nakamoto

78, of Waianae, died in Aiea,
Hawaii on December 18, 2021.
He was born in Okinawa, Japan.
Private service held.

